[Primary tuberculosis of the parotid gland].
To report on a case of primary tuberculosis of the parotid gland in a 13-year-old child, and to stress the corresponding diagnostic pitfalls. A 13-year-old child presented with an isolated mass of the right parotid area. Radiological findings were in favour of a cystic lesion. Skin tuberculin test was positive. Bacteriological and histopathological examinations were realized after spontaneous fistulization of the mass, and allowed the diagnosis of tuberculosis of the parotid gland. Evolution was favourable under antituberculous chemotherapy. Localization of tuberculosis in salivary glands is rare. Diagnosis is difficult because there are no specific clinical, radiological or biological signs of the disease. Only bacteriological and histopathological findings can confirm the diagnosis. Fine needle aspiration cytology is very helpful, and permits to avoid abusive surgery. Treatment is based on antituberculous drugs and allows usually a favourable evolution.